Environmental enrichment is defined as a process for improving or enhancing the environment of elephants in the care of humans within the context of the elephant’s behavioural biology and natural history.

Responsible elephant management provides a high-quality enrichment programme as part of daily elephant care. Enrichment programmes offer elephants choices that stimulate them both mentally and physically.

Enrichment programmes provide elephants with the opportunity to display species appropriate behaviours such as digging, dust bathing, swimming, foraging, playing and scent exploration among others.

To increase overall sensory stimulation and activity.

To create environmental diversity.

 To increase exploratory behaviour.

 To increase species typical behaviour.

 To decrease abnormal behaviour.

 To increase visitor viewing and education To present novel and diverse food presentation.

Olfactory enrichment.

 Environmental features / housing / furniture to include moving and

 changing existing features.

 Toys of manipulation.

 Training sessions and shows to include painting and other activities.

 Walks outside enclosures.

 Cognitive studies.

 Preference tests.

Browse and Root Burial, Toffee Stumps, Overhead Browse Feeding, Hay Distribution, Watering Cycles & Pools, Cargo Net Feeders, Activity Trees & Feeder Walls, Deep Litter Flooring (applies to zoo compounds), Swimming, Daily Walks.

We begin with food.

Old lorry tyres stuffed full of clean straw, then hidden within this straw are tasty treats of bananas and sugar cane. Hang these tyres up on chain or thick rope so that the elephant has to work out how to retrieve these tasty treats. This enrichment will make him use his thought processes as well as exercising his neck and legs while he tussles with the swinging tyre.

Asking the elephant to work hard for food treats by using hay racks, tyres or even holes in walls is not cruel, it is after all how they would spend their time in the wild searching and foraging over an extended time.

Any fodder or dry grass used in the tyres or barrels must be safe. Grass, straw should not be kept longer than a week, it should be free from fertiliser or insecticide and clean.

The empty tyres also make wonderful toys for the adolescents to play with. Try placing tyres on poles like a game of hoop-la, the elephants in some parks have been observed not only lifting the tyres off, but indeed throwing them back over the poles!

It does not take long for some of the more active youngsters to discover tyres role down slopes, they never seem to get fed up fetching them back and rolling them again.

Large plastic drums or aluminium beer kegs delight young and old elephants, whether hung up along ranch fencing to be banged with sticks, or kicked and trampled on. They never seem to tire of the noise that can be obtained from hitting them, although the keepers may do! The barrels fascinate them and they will bang them over and over, they delight in the noise that chains make on tin and constantly launch new attacks on them.

Tree branches to enable them to exercise motor skills and agility in de-barking are good.

Footballs never seem to last long before being burst, but the fun they have with them, far outweighs the cost of replacements.

Elephants trained for timber hauling can be a joy to visitors. Mahouts train them to drag logs to a destination, to stack them, arrange in neat piles, move or push logs forward, backward with feet, head or trunk.

Never make your elephants work during the hot parts of the day and always allow for plenty or rest, bathing and shade. It is important never to give a cold shower immediately after a long walk or strenuous workout, they may develop colic.

The following are goals that are fully supported by elephant sanctuaries throughout the world.

Restore agency or perceived control

 Restore self-esteem, hope and optimism

 Relaxation, competence and assertiveness

 Developing coherent listening

 Elephant social bonding

 Human social bonding

Health and well-being

Avoidance of isolation

 No threats or domination

 Healthy safe living environment

 Personal change in mood, diet, behaviour

Fascinating fact: just as humans are left or right handed, elephants are either left or right tusked!

Fascinating fact: elephants have knees on all four legs
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